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Task Force Gila had to say good by to another
one of its field grades this past week.  MAJ Mark
Blackburn, the former Gila S3, departed Camp
Bondsteel to join V Corps staff in Heidelberg.

MAJ Blackburn’s presence and mentorship
within the battalion and later all of Task Force 9E will
be greatly missed.  He leaves with a legacy that
includes guiding this battalion through many missions
and operations.  His influence and hard work ensured
the battalion remained properly trained and ready for
any mission.

Thanks Sir!  You will be missed.

HHC Running Team: Father’s Day 5K Champions

HHC 9E Wins Another Competition

When MWR (Morale, Welfare, and Recre-
ation) organizes a competition between units on Camp
Bondsteel- watch out!  The Headhunters carried away
the 5K Unit Running Competition held in honor of
Father’s Day this past Sunday.  Add this trophy to the
Volleyball championship won a couple of weeks ago
and HHC is on a role.  CPT Stoll and SFC Suarez

organized and trained a team of Headhunter runners to
run as a unit.  The 20-soldier run  team had to start
and finish as a unit; which they did, thus winning the
competition.

Charlie Company fielded a team that tied for
third place, this in spite of competiting mission require-
ments.  Well done!

MAJ Blackburn accepts a humorous award from CPT Stoll during
MAJ Blackburn’s farewell dinner
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HHC/9E:  Headhunters

HHC has continued to provide excellent
support and have fun in the process.  The Headhunters
are fast making a name for themselves as the team to
beat in any sport.  SFC Suarez coached the head-
hunter team of more than 20 soldiers that participated
in a 5-kilometer guidon race around Camp Bondsteel
on Sunday.  The company’s amazing exhibit of athletic
talent even attracted the attention of the Stars and
Stripes, as both a picture and an article were published
on Monday.  We now have two first place finishes to
show for the two competitive events that have taken
place since our arrival.  (The first was a 3-on-3
volleyball tournament).  The obvious question that is
looming in the air has got to be, “Is HHC/9E an
athletic dynasty?”  —Only future athletic competitions
will tell for certain.

The décor of the operations office is taking on
an old fashioned look with SFC Johnson’s artistic
wood burning projects slowly taking up more and
more space (shown in photo).  Perhaps he is preparing
to fit in with some of the old-timers living in the woods
of Missouri.

The maintenance team has hosted two me-
chanics from our partnership unit in the Kosovo
Protection Corps for the past few days.  Under the
supervision of Master Sergeant Davis, these two
mechanics (Feim and Musliu) have learned much
simply by observing and helping our mechanics as they
go about their daily duties.  It is our hope that these
skills will be gainfully employed in the future to help
make Kosovo a better place.

Each section has been utilizing every opportu-
nity to train.  Specialists Schinsky and Edwards from
PLL were able to train on a demolition range with the
EOD team last Saturday –we all heard the big
“BOOM!!!”.  Our medics, mechanics, commo section,
and support platoon continue to support various
missions on Camp Bondsteel and throughout the
sector.  As the Headhunter team provides continuous
support to Task Force 9th Engineers, we all greatly
appreciate your support from home.  Have fun and
take care.

Until next week,
HEADHUNTERS!

SFC Johnson instructs OPS Platoon on how to build a platoon

pyramid after a recent morning PT session

SGT Olson, a Public Affairs Office soldier, captures SGT Snell
carrying SPC Peredo during Expert Field Medical Badge Training

Feim (a mechanic from the Kosovo Protection Corps) learns from

SPC Schlegel some tricks of the mechanic trade
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A/9E:  Breach Hell!

This week, Alpha Company moved out of the guard
rotation and back into a mission/training cycle.  1st Platoon
led the company in training this week by executing multiple
training events outside of Camp Bondsteel.  On Tuesday, 1st
went to a local range called “Falcon 8” and conducted
minefield clearing operations.  On Wednesday, they con-
ducted common task training at Camp Bondsteel.  On
Thursday, they returned to Falcon 8 conducted a M4/M16
qualification range.  SFC Agmata, SSG Labrador, PFC
Jefferson, and PV2 Martin all qualified expert on the range.

1st Platoon fires M4/M16A2 at Falcon Range 8

CPL Brown, SPC Castaneda, PFC Pollard, and PFC Jefferson take

a break from training

 ability by earning 3rd place for his weight class in the Camp
Bondsteel Bench Press Competition.  PFC Bradley was later
selected to be the Battalion guidon bearer during the 2nd

Brigade Change of Command Ceremony later this week.
This week 3rd platoon is the quick reaction force

(QRF) platoon. 3rd is continuing training in the event that we
are called on to perform a variety of missions. 3rd platoon, or
“Backbone” as they like to be called, is also working on
improving its physical fitness level and trying to exceed the 1st

ID standard of a 250 APFT average.  1LT Thompson is taking
the HAZ-12 course this week to improve the combat readi-
ness of the platoon and further support the company with our
hazardous materials handeling and transporting capabilities.
SGT Bingerman is the first soldier in 3rd platoon to enjoy the
Fighter Management Pass Program (FMPP) in Sofia, Bulgaria.
The platoon sent SGT Bingerman first so he could conduct
reconnaissance and help keep future soldiers safe while on
FMPP.

2nd Platoon has been the mission platoon for Alpha company
this week.  The majority of the company’s missions have been
escorting busses around Kosovo and providing a color guard
for a change of command ceremony.  PFC Bradley from 3rd

Squad was the outstanding soldier of the week in 2nd Platoon.
Earler in the week, PFC Bradley demonstrated his mental
ability by winning the Battalion Soldier of the Quarter Board.
He is now studying for the Task Force Falcon Soldier of the
Quarter Board.  PFC Bradley also demonstrated his physical

Headquarters platoon completed another week
ensuring the company is successful in all of its endeavors.
SPC Tromp, SPC Carmen, SPC West, and PV2 Martin have
been working closely with the line platoons as drivers on
escort missions to places such as Camp Magrath, Camp
Montieth, and Pristina.  HQ Platoon excelled in physical
fitness this week with two soldiers standing out at Camp
Bondsteel.  PVT Luera placed 2nd in his weight class in a
bench press competition and SFC Williams set the company
standard by placing 5th in a Camp Bondsteel Sergeant Morales
run while maintaining control of company operations.
Together, SFC Williams and SSG Rojas have pushed the HQ
Platoon to maintaining the highest PT average in the com-
pany.

Overall, the Apaches have firmly planted their feet
on the ground in Kosovo, and are beginning to plan for the
future.  CPT Pelham and 1SG Wasson have developed the
company and battalion EQT lanes, which the company will
execute in August and September… ensuring Apache success
well into the future.  Breach Hell !

3rd Platoon Conducts Log PT
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B/9E:  Outlaws

The weather is hot and the Outlaws are training hard.
Everyone worried about complacency due to lack of
work, but not the Outlaws.  We are moving fast and
doing good things.  We are now in Phase II of our
rotation where we train engineer tasks with a ven-
geance.  All the soldiers have incorporated war fighting
engineer training into their daily patrols.  1st Platoon
has conducted air reconnaissance, followed by a
weapons range, and by individual training conducted.
2nd Platoon also conducted a range, but also con-
ducted an 10k road march, and an air insertion.  3rd
Platoon conducted a “Battle-March&Shoot,” where
they marched 12k to a range where they fired their
weapons under the stress of fatigue.  They are also
improving a local church landscape, and installing
Force Protection at a local base camp.  All of this fun
in 80-90 degree weather without a single complaint,
but then the Outlaws don’t know how to complain.
No Mission to Difficult, no Mission to Great, Duty
First, Outlaws!

God bless,
CPT Bill Lash

SGT(P) Walker evaluates soldiers firing on Falcon 12, during the

zeroing phase of the range

SGT Anderson instructs soldiers as Lane Safty on Falcon 12

(from left) PFC Foster, SPC ST.Clair, SSG Moore, PFC Jones take a
break on Falcon 12 to grab a bit to eat
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C/9E:  Dawgs of War

The Dawgs of War wrapped up their QRF
mission last week with an exercise to secure a downed
helicopter.  The A&O Platoon reacted with superb
speed and efficiency deploying by helicopter to the
mock crash site.  First Platoon conducted brigde
awareness training while Second Platoon conducted
Driver’s Training.

Sunday saw the Dawgs of War winning
numerous prizes in several sports competitions.  PV2
Marmolejo won first place in the overall bench-press
competition and SPC Thietten came in third for their
weight class.  Meanwhile, SGT Mark Andrews came
in first in the Camp Monteith 5 kilometer race.  SPC
Roy successfully organized a 20 soldier and unit
guidon running team that came in third of all teams on
Camp Bondsteel.  Team members included SPC
Alekseiunas, Privates Atkinson and Braun, Specialists
Bedore and Brekke, CPT Clark, SPC Crawford
(from Alpha Company), SGT Flakes, SPC Gomez,
SGT Leon, Specialists Mitchell and Paez, 1LT
Parranto, PFC Patterson, Private Riley, Specialist
Ringenoldus and Roy, CPL Rosas, Specialists
Thietten, Trost and Vertheen.

On Monday Privates Marmolejo and Riley
advanced to Private First Class and SPC Toman
received an Army Achievement Award for exceptional
performance for working in operations and helping to
prepare his unit for the deployment and receive it at
Camp Bondsteel.  COL Hoffpauir re-enlisted SPC
Brekke and took both him and SPC Ramirez on a
helicopter trip to the Swiss sector as a way to com-
memorate the event.  BG Lute also presented SPC
Brekke with a coin.

Once again the Dawgs stand guard on Camp
Bondsteel with the same iron determination that we
used in Germany to protect our families.  On the
horizon we have some great training and opportunities
to share learning experiences with our British, German,
and Greek allies.

We also spent a day with our sponsored
school on their last day.  Many thanks to all of you
who contributed.
 
Dawg 6

SPC Brekke poses with supporters after the re-enlistment

PV2 Marmolejo benches his way to victory

SSG Reed and the children
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A/94E:  Warriors

The Vertical Squad from A/94th recently
completed the Camp Rock Decking Project for 1-18
Infantry.  The squad stayed at Camp McGrath for 12
days while working on the project.  This project
expanded on the vertical construction training as their
second project of the rotation.  One soldier gives his
perspective of the past construction projects and the
deployment:

SSG Taitague reflects, “this deployment gives
the entire squad a chance to gain knowledge in our
military occupational specialty.  Those of us who just
arrived to the unit from basic training or  Advanced
Individual Training will get an opportunity to work on
larger scale projects such as the walkway at Camp
Rock.  The entire squad also has the chance to rein-
force basic soldiering fundamentals such as moving out
in convoys and handling their individual weapons.
PFC Talley, PFC Koenig, and PVT Hardy embrace
the opportunity to complete larger projects in the
carpentry and masonry field.  SPC Trujillo, a plumber,
along with SGT Clack and PFC Smith, both electri-
cians, are presented with the opportunity to cross train
with the carpentry and masonry specialists.  SPC
Young and SPC Bickham have been able to guide the
less experienced soldiers as well as refresh some of
their own talents.  So far, the squad has learned from
each other’s different styles of construction while
sharing ideas.  This is the number one reason why we
are strong and will continue to grow.”

The Vertical Squad at Camp Rock

Doing what we do best!
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        737th EOD

Aftershock 737 continues to conduct all missions
assigned providing excellent support to the entire
MNB (E) sector.  Aftershock also conducted demoli-
tion operations on captured ammunitions; two shots
were set off successfully.  Also received assistance
from SGT Snell (TF 9E Medic NCOIC), SPC
Schinsky and SPC Edwards from HHC 9th EN,
thanks for the assistance.  CPT Green and SSG
Barrell also conducted a radio show in Gnjlane em-
phasizing the importance of UXO identification and
possible markings of mine fields.  I would also like to
give recognition to HHC mechanics who continuously
work on 737th vehicles.  With the mechanical know
how from SGT Nabity and crew, we are able to
respond to EOD incidents and ensure soldiers and
civilians are not harmed by unexploded ordnance.
Great Job keeping us rolling!!!!

CPT Green

CPT Green EOD CDR with SPC Schinsky and SPC Edwards from
9th EN, HHC during demo week

 SPC Schlegal, SPC Maldanado and PFC Herickhoff, HHC EOD
Maintenance mechanics
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Scenes from KFOR 4A

Editor in Chief
The Gila Adjutant

SFC Johnson sends his greetings! PFC Flowers acts as a casualty during Expert Field Medical
Badge Training

The Father’s Day 5K Run kicks off with the Charlie Dawgs of
War taking the early lead

LTC Idlet relates how much the battalion will miss
MAJ Blackburn

From the Commander:
The Task Force is doing great things in Kosovo.  I am very fortunate to have such a great group of

soldiers with me on the battalion’s second rotation in Kosovo.  We are definately a valued member of the
brigade.  Thanks for your payers and thoughts.  They keep us going.

Gila 6


